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opporfunity o experience a very
unigue event called the “Big Drum
Bonanza,” and ft was probably one
of the most inlense expanences

af my life. It was a five-day eventl,
fram July 3™ through the ™, af the
Drum Channe! studios in Oxnard,
California, and the nearby Courtyard
Marriot in Camariio, CA. This evant
was all ages, all levels, and all styles
of music. Thomas Lang {drummen’
producer) is the mastermind behind
this incredible even!, along with his
superstar wife, Elizabeth. Together,
they created ong of the most
onginal, and intense, 5-day boot
camps ever, that left you fealing ke
you gof your ass kicked! This event
was not for the faint of heart. What
makes this event 50 unique is the
lineup! Thomas Lang was joined
by other special gues! instruclors,
ncluding warid-rencwned dnummers
George Kollias (Nile), Jon Detfe
(Anthrax/ Stayer), Stanton Moore
{Galactic), Virgd Donati {Steve

Vai’ Planat X/ Derek Sherinian),
Chns Coleman (Prince/Chaka
Khan), and Dave Elitch (The Mars
Vioita). Lang, along with his stellar

nfmmﬂﬂ hands-an drmming,
along with master classes, O&A
sessions, private lessons and kilfer
performances throughout the week.
| was there for one day, and | was
exhausted, but | falt good. | felf ke |
Just complafed an infense workout! |
couldn interview all e drummers,
but there were a faw that | got to sit
down with, and gel thelr parspeclive
on the event, and what it meant lo
be there. As a metalthead myseif, |
was sloked fo sif down with George
Kollias and Jon Dette, but first, | got
the low down from the Langs, and
how it all got started.

How did the Big Drum Bonanza
get started?

Elizabeth Lang: We have bean
doing the Thomas Lang drumming
bool camps since 2008. The idea
was Thomas's, because he's bean
pari of a lot of clinics all over the
world. The difference is that in most
camps, there is an instructor and
an audience, The instruclor has

a ki, but the audience has a note
pad. It was Thomas's idea lo give
everyone their own individual kit o
play, so the studenis could aclually
play along with him for a really long,
extended period of time. The drum
bool camps are usually 3 days, B
hours a day. When you really think
about how long it would take you to
accomplish 24 hours of practicing,
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you really accomplish a

lot in a very shorl amount

of time. We decided we
were going to try it, and we did
People loved it, so we kept on doing
it all over the world. We wanted to
take thal camp concepl and maka
it a littie bigger, branch it out with
mora artists, and give more people
a chance to have that experience
with mona arlists. Drumimers amne a
very loyal community. It is such a
success this year because of word
of mouth from the drummers and

students, happy people, and the
lineup s remarkabla!

What do you want the students to
take away from this experience?
Elizabeth Lang: A lot of inspiration!
You can download all the music in
the warld but you cannol download
the exparisnce. II's rara air and you
can feal it It's not every day you will
have Thomas Lang sit down with
you and show you how to play the
drums.

Thowmas Lang

Thomas, | noticed the way you
hold your stick in your snare
drum hand. To my knowledge,
that's the traditional style that you
maostly see maybe a drumline.

Can you explain why you hold
your stick that way?
Thomas: Well, | used to hold it
like that for many years. | actually
dmmygﬂpahwmmaw

because of carpel tunnel issues |
had. But that was just the way |
leamed. My first leacher, when |
that,” and that was almost 30 years
ago. | fike the fact thal we can usa
a sori of traditional, historic grip,
even in conlemporary and haavy
music, ke Cozy Powell did. | was
always a huge fan of Cozy Powell,
Buddy Rich, and all those guys, who
were all raditional players. And |
like to be able to do both. There are
cartain things you can do with that
grip you can't do with the other, and
vice versa. So | use both. I's jusl
a broader spectrum of sounds and
technical abilities,

What inspired you to create the
big Drum Bonanza?

Thomas: I've been hosling my
drumming boot camps for a number
of years, and whenever | host a
camp anywhere in the world, | try
o contact local drummer friends of
mina who are big name drummears
lo pop in, say hi, and sign some
aulographs for the studanis.
Basically, give them a second
opinion on what I'm teaching, and
maybe teach for a few hours, 'va

been doing that for a number of
years now, and |'ve decided 1o

elevate and take my boot camp

1o the next level by just bringing a

whole bunch of other drummers, and

giving the students the ability and

opporiunity to leam from not just one

leacher in a super intensa way, but
from 5 or 6 differenl guys, all world-
class drumming supersiars, and get

a really broad range of information

from everybody. | parsonally just
invite my favorite drummers, and
my friends, and | ry to creale a
camp situation that would work
for ma, as a student. | just call up
my favorite guys, and say "Hey,

do you want to comea down and

leach?” I'm lucky enough to have a
lot of great fiends in the drumming

world, and everybody loved the idea

and showed up. It's pretty unique
ihat the studenis can take privala
lessons, and small group lessons,

with all thesa guys for such a long

perod of time for 5 days.

What do you look for in an

instructor?

Thomas: Wall, I'm a rock fan, a
heavy music fan, but | like to offer
a broad spectrum of playing. For

axample, this year we have George

Kollias, who is a super exirema

spesd metal drummer. And then
we have Jon Delle whao is with

Slayer and Anthrax and Testamenl,

et cetera. He's a sort of old-school
drummear, who is also fast and loud.

Then we have Virgil Donnatta who
ks a lolal Jazz fusion player. We
have Chris Coleman whao is an RnB,

Gospel chops kind of player. Finally,

we have Dave Elich, wha 5 in the

Altarmative rock world, and of course

myself, teaching my whole thing.
So we have a really broad range of
players: Jazz and fusion lo extreme
metal, and that's what I'm looking
for. I'm looking for drummers who
reprasent their cartain genre, and

who are the best in the world, hands

down.

This is sold out. That's amazing.
What do you think sold it out?

Was it the marketing, the PR, the
students?

Thomas: Well, this year is the
second year. The first year, people
want “Whal the hell is a drum
bonanza™ We wanled lo keep il
small and manageable |asl year.
We didn'l try to sell oul. VW didn’t
pul as much marketing and publicity
behind it. This year, baing the
second year, wa have a lot of retum
cusiomers. Plus the “Thame Song

Along” conlest has grown. We've
had many mare entries from all over
the world. That's definitedy word

of mouth. They start talking about
how somathing crazy and new
happened. Il's also a little more
publicity | think, and aiso the fact
that the students from last year wenl!
home and said, “Guys, you have lo
check this out. This is insane,” and
showed pictures and videos. | think
that made a big difference.

How's the recording process
coming along?

Thomas: it's great. The album

is done. Artwork is dona. s
mastered and ready lo go. The

first album was released on my
label, Muso Enteriainment. For

this record, we are looking for
collaborations with other labels,
especially in Japan. At the moment,
we ane negotiating a little bit, but we
should have something in writing

in two or three weeks. As So0n as
that's done, the record’s oul

What can we expect for the Big
Drum Bonanza next year?
Thomas: | already have spoken to
many of my friends. |'ve actually
golten somea calls from people who
said, "Hey man, why didn’l you call
me for big drum bonanza?" so I've
got a long list of peaplal | like to mix
it up a bit, so you will just have o
wait and seea, but it will ba good!

Mo Lhetid

What got you into thrash metal?
Jnnf}gla playing drums when
| was 18 years old. | got my first
drum set 14. My parents were
divarced, so | asked both of them
thinking | would at least get onia
drum sel. | started off with a double
bass drum sel. That same birthday,
my brother got me the Anthrax,
“Fistful of Metal” record. It had
just come oul. | had already been
listaning to metal like Judas Priest
and Anthrax 3 months before my
birthday. When | heard that, it just
changed me. | never haard bass
drumming fike that before. | saw
my path in drumming as soon as |
started listening lo that album and
playing along with it.  Literally, from
day one | have been playing thal
style of music, and now | have bean
fortunale to be playing for some of
the bands that have influenced ma

What is a highlight of being a part
of the Big Drum Bonanza?

Jon: | think the highlight for me

will be the drum channel. It is
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| have wanted 1o get into
for a long time. | hope this leads into
gelting a DVD done later on, and
drumming on an individual level as

opposad o just on a band level.

How did you get involved with The
Big Drum Bonanza?

Jon: Thero is this pasky, annoying
man called Thomas Lang (laughs).
| have been friends with him for
several years now, and his lovely
wife Elizabeth, He askad me to be a
part of his Drummers Boot Camp a
few years ago. | had been a guest
instructor, then this came up, and

| said yes. It was perfect timing! |
had just gotten back from Europe
four days earlier. IU's an awesome
W.ﬂlmhdngapm

style of music. | made it very clear
that | am not a session guy. | am not
a jazz player. | am a haavy metal
drummes. | am an old school
melal drummer, and | will actually
hit! i's not a technical thing. If's an
attitude. and a feel thal goes behind
itas well. Alot of the things | am
teaching them have to do with not
relying on technology. If they are
going lo try this style of music, they
can't ba shy. Hit those things! The
exercises | am showing them will
actually help improve their speed,
slamina, and endurance. They are
nol oo happy with me right now.
They are all sore this moming. If's
more like a workout then a drum

lesson (laughs).

George Kollias

Who are your musical influencers?
George: Thomas Lang 1o begin with,
he was a huge influence on me. He
is actualty the reason why | did my
first DVD, then the second DVD, |
slarted because of Lars Ulrich back
in 1989. | loved bands like Siayer,
Kreator, and Seputiura. | always
give a little more respect lo those
who worked o educate me. Let
me explain what | mean. i some
of my favorite drummers of the past
recorded and released an album, |
would buy it and would leam a few
things. Guys like Thomas Lang
spend a lot of ime making a DVD,
and offering it like real education,
and now | do this loo with my DVD's.
| will always have more respect to
those who spend a lot of their time
o release a product that is about
education.

What is a highlight of The Big
Drum Bonanza so far?
George: The studants! Thay are
out of control! Their level is out of

Everyone is super cool, especially
Thomas and Elizabeth Lang, who
put this all logether. Where else can
you hang out with the most incredible
drummers in the world, and have a
beer? Having a beer with a teacher
can be so educational because you
are talking about music, and the
backstage stufl. We talk about the
music business, and how things
really work. IU's a 24/7 school. | am
very impressed with the students’
lavel. Everyone gels it really quick.
It makes my job thal much easier!

| would really like 1o be hera next
year. This is the coolest thing you
can da as a drummer. If you haven'|
checked it oul yel, you have lo get
oul here next yaar!

What can we expect from you this
summer and Nile?

George: With Nile, we have a
European tour, a South American
tour, then Australia, and possibly
China. | will be coming out with my
own album. It is actually a very fun
project. | play all the instruments. |
write all the songs on the album, and
| sing as well. So | am very busy all
the time. because this is fun for me!
This is not an easy job, but it is still
greal. |love getting o sit home and
write music, and | love being here.

The Big Drum Bonanza was, without
a doubt, one of the coolest, and
loudes!, experences of my career as
a music journalist. If the notorious
Spinal Tap “cranks it lo 11," Thomas
and Elizabeth Lang crank if to 12
with this camp! This experience was
non-stop infensily, and everyone
had drum fever. George Kolllas was
right. The talent of the students was
absolutely remarkable. Not only did
they seem thrilled to be there, but
they also fook a lol away from the Big
Drum Bonanza. You could see how
into it they were, and how excited
they were fo leam from their heroes.
Elizabeth Lang says peoples came

from places like Hong Kong, Peru,
Japan, Singapore, Columbia, and the
United This goes lo show

that everyone drums in (he same
fanguage! Music unites people like
nathing else in the world. i's great
fo see thal the Big Drum Bonanza

is growing like a thunderous snare
drum crescendo! If people used o
say, “What the hell is a "Big Drum
Bonanza? they will now say, ‘How
the hail do you NOT know about the
Big Drum Bonanza?™ |, for one, am
glad to be in the know. | will definitely
be back next year. | can't wail io see
where the very lalented power coupie
of Thomas and Elizabeth Lang take
this event!

For more information on the Big
Drum Bonanza please visit www.
musoenterainment. com
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